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Gehoren
Be-Longing

Created by / Konzept & Realisation : Sharon Paz

In collaboration Wlth,l"h Zusammenarbeit mit;

Anat Eizenberg , Ashraf Farah, Benjamin Jegendorf, Rabah Morkus, Juergen Salzmann
Lighting / Licht : Uri Rubinstein

Music / Musik : Yuval Mesner

Production & Photography / Produktion & Photo : Chen Oshri
Production direction / Technische Leitung : Firas Rubi

In co-production with / In Koproduktion mit : Goethe-Institut, Israel

Supparted by | Gefdrdert mit Mitteln des
Experimental Theatre Center — “Matan," “Pais" National Lottery Council For The Arts
Developed in / Entstanden in : “Nisui Kelim,” the “Bikuray Ha'itim" Center, Tel-Aviv

Premiere : Akko Festival, Israel October 2007

Special Thanks to/ Besonderen Dank an : Studio Yoram levinstein, PROTECH Integration,

Dr. Georg Blochmann, Amos Dolev, Daniella Michaeli, Lili Ben Nachshon, Yuval Meskin, Chani Vardi, Monir Bachri,
Avigail Green, Amitai Yaish, Eitan Ben Ami, Anat Radnay, Yigal Azrati, Shir Freibach, Tamer Nafar, Ebrahim Sakala,
Alina Feldman, Yoval Binshtok, Arie Rozen, Sandra Miriam Schneider, Amnon Liberman, Paz family.
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Stiajge size: 6X6 Meter
5 Performers

8 Channel video
around one hour

“Be-longing” is a combination of video installation and performance. The content of the piece is based on a research
of a house unfolding the biographies of different tenants along different periods of history. The script is a mixture of
the collective history of Israel; wherein | wish to explore the more private history of a specific house and people. Pre-
senting a house where the walls contain voices, conflicts, moments of different people in different historical contexts.

The work observes history, not as a objective discipline, but rather as a subjective personal history. Examining historical
perception not as a chronological record or narrative describing past events, but as a collection of memories over time,
creating a nonlinear timeline. This subjective timeline combines reality and fiction, dream and imagination. | wish to
create an experience of time collapsing, connecting different points in history into one space and time.

The piece is based on a fictional family made up of four characters from different periods of time that live in the same
house. A father, a mother, a son and a daughter- each carries his own historical load. The fifth character is an archeolo-
gist who approaches the family, asking fo conduct an archeological dig under a closet. Because of the family historical
dynamic his request reflects different meanings to each character. They all live together in the space, dealing with the
notion of home, along subjects of ownership, territory, borders, longing and belonging.

In the center of the stage stands a cube, a space that simulates an interior of an apartment. The cube walls
are partly open to the audience to see inside. The design is made up from minimal furniture and objects. The
video projections on each facade focus on a singular historical time-frame and character, showing the relevant
historical information. The video functions as a mirror of the area, locating the apartment in historical context
and showing the inner world of the relevant character.

The main objective of the installation is to give the viewer multiple viewing points into the same space. The
audience travels through four different angles of the story Each side is domineered by one family member,
showing mainly his or her point of view about what is happening in the house, through the video.

The performance presents a psycho-political triangle between Palestinians, Israelis and Germans. The father,
born in Germany, came to Israel after the Second World War. His presence in time is the year 1967. The
daughter, born in Israel, is present now in 2007. The mother, who was born in Akko, lives in the year 1948.
The son, born in Palestine, lives in the year 1987. The archeologist was born in Germany and functions also
as a psychologist who tries to understand the family dynamics. Each character speaks its own language.

“Be-longing” travels through layers of time, detecting patterns of history, bringing together the past and the
present into a discourse of dissonance. The audience makes a journey with the characters unfolding the con-
nections between layers, between the conflicts of longing and belonging and the similarities between their dif-
ferent realities.

We all live with our own history, with stories that were told; with objects that once belonged to someone whom
we have never met.
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Im Zentrum der Bihne steht ein Kubus, ein Raum, der das Innere einer Wohnung simuliert. Die Wande des Kubus sind teilweise
offen und erlauben dem Publikum den Blick ins Innere. Der Raum ist mit wenig Mobiliar und einigen Gegenstanden ausgestattet.
Videoprojektionen auf jede der vier Wande fokussieren je einen unterschiedlichen Zeitrahmen, der einem der Bewohner zugeor-
dnet ist und historische Informationen vermittelt. lede Projektion spiegelt die Umgebung des jeweiligen Protagonisten,
verankert die Wohnung in ihren historischen Kontexten ebenso wie sie die inneren Welt des zugeordneten Charakters verortet.

Die Installation gibt dem Beobachter die Maglichkeit wechselnder Einblicke in den duBeren und inneren Lebensraum der
Bewohner des Raumes. Das Publikum wird die sich dort abspielende Geschichte aus vier unterschiedlichen Blickwinkeln
beobachten kénnen. Jede Seite ist einem der Familienmitglieder zugeordnet und reprasentiert seine spezifische Sichtweise des
Geschehens im Haus mittels der Videoprojektion.

Das Stiick behandelt das psycho-politische Kréftefeld zwischen Paldstinensern, lsraelis und Deutschen. Der Vater, in
Deutschland geboren, kam nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg nach Israel. Seine Gegenwart ist das Jahr 1967. Der historische Ort der
Tochter, geboren in Israel, ist auch die aktuelle Gegenwart des Zuschauers, das Jahr 2007. Die Mutter, in Akko geboren, lebt in
der Gegenwart des lahres 1947. Der Sohn, in Paléstina geboren, lebt im Jahr 1987. Der Archdologe ist in Deutschland geboren.
Er versucht, die Schichten der familidren Interaktion offen zu legen. lede Person spricht ihre Muttersprache.

.Be-longing* wandert durch die Schichten der Zeit, sucht historische Muster und bringt Vergangenheit und Gegenwart in einen
dissonanten Diskurs. Das Publikum geht mit den Darstellern auf eine Reise, die die Beziehungen der Zeitschichten und die Ahn-
lichkeiten der verschiedenen Wirklichkeiten der Hausbewohner offenlegt — oszillierend zwischen Wunschbildern und Zugehdrig-
keiten (longing and belonging).

Wir alle leben in unserer eigenen Geschichte, mit Geschichten, die wir erzahlt bekamen, und mit Dingen, die einmal jemandem
gehdrten, den wir niemals getroffen haben.
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What is the first thin§
to leave it forever?

your home if you ha



To lose a game, a brother, a friend, a scarf, a dog, a
book, a day, the way, a job, a fight, a father, a moment,
a feeling, virginity, time, a ticket, a ring, an argument, a
chance, hope, passion, an arm, a pen, interest, faith, a
bus, a war, a trial, sleep, desire, freedom, sight, words,
the elections, a tooth, money, one glove, a lover, feeling,
hair, the keys, blood, glasses, weight, an idea, a child,

memory, patience, fear, home, life, myself, you.
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What do you wish to forget?



What 1s your biggest fear?
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If you could have been born in any country,
which would you choose?
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